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In an area of 120,000 m2 half of which 
is taken up by buildings located near 
Fiorano in the lowlands of Modena is 
the main facility of Gruppo System, 
which also has production facilities in 
Spain, China and USA. The Group is 
divided into three divisions: Ceramics, 
which deals with decorating and auto-
mation of ceramic products; Logistics, 
dedicated to automatic handling sys-
tems in various industrial environments 
and Electronics, which creates control 
and integration systems for industrial 
production. The three divisions are char-
acterised by one common denominator: 
the spirit of innovation.

Mr. Stefani, President of Gruppo 
System, is a person with much enthu-
siasm who has followed his passions 
and turned them into a company of 
surprising dimensions. With his inno-
vative ideas and just a small loan, he 
started to create a business that now 
has a total turnover of almost €280 M 
and a headcount of 800 employees, half 
of which are based in Italy. The current 
company was set up back in 1970 and 
the first system to be purchased was 
not a machine tool but an automatic 
storage system and this was already 
a sample of the ideas that would have 
later given life to the “business”; a busi-
ness that started off by outsourcing in 
an industrious and dynamic environ-
ment in the plains of Modena where 
there was far from a shortage of crafts-
men to outsource the initial ideas and 
what others could not do was done 
in-house.

A laser “training ground”
Mr. Stefani is an enthusiast and this 
spirit lead him to take on the challenge 
in the laser tube field, but only after 
being fully convinced of the advantages. 
“Relations with BLM have been on-
going for 15 years – explains Stefani – 
during which time I have listened care-
fully to the description of the machines 
that were being offered to me and 
mostly of the opportunities and the vast 
range of innovations that laser technol-
ogy could bring to my company”.  

“At first, tubes were used for struc-
tural steel works and were generally of 
poor precision and quality, but today 
the increasing use of laser cutting 
has raised tube quality. Modern tube 
designs allow precise structures to be 
created without the need for expensive 

and complicated mechanical processes 
to be carried out on machine tools”. 

Quality without laps 
Mr. Stefani is the first to promote inno-
vation in his company and is very care-
ful not just to sit back when a target 
has been achieved; he is always on the 
go to reach new horizons. “Others can 
copy – he says referring to hypothetical 
competitors – but our ideas by that time 
are already well ahead”. “When the first 
laser system (an LT JUMBO 20 for large 
tubes with diameters of up to 508 mm) 
was installed we started our training” 
he says, using the term that perfectly 
describes the efforts made at the begin-
ning. "You go to a gym to train and, in 
effect, the initial samples helped in our 
training, giving us a deep understanding 
and helping us to seize the potential of 
the new tool that was available. Today 
we manage to produce complex struc-
tures using fitted tubes with unique 
reference keys that make fast and accu-
rate assembly possible without errors 
and with a high final accuracy.”

Initially, the choice of the ADIGE LT 
JUMBO 20 was made assuming that 
the weight of the structures produced 
using tube could be reduced by 40%.
The savings from this effectively alone 
justified the purchase; but looking back, 
this was perhaps not the most interest-
ing motivation for introducing the laser. 

Installation of the second lasertube, 
an LT8 system with double bundle 
and single tube loader, added speed 
and performance with the same tube 
processing concepts and advantages 
for the production of smaller tubes. 
Logistics costs; replacement of boxes 
with tubes has reduced transport costs. 
Today, with precise tubes processed 
by accurate machines, quality can be 
achieved without the need for additional 
machining.
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Beakbane invest £0.5m in Trumatic
Kidderminster-based Beakbane Ltd, the 
UK’s leading manufacturer of bellows 
and machinery protection systems, has 
invested £500,000 in a new TruMatic 
6000 high performance CNC punch-
laser combination machine from Trumpf.

Purchased as part of its ongoing invest-
ment programme, the new machine will 
ensure high accuracy, consistency and 
reliability of component production. 

“The acquisition of this machine com-
pletes a major investment programme 
to improve the company’s metal cutting, 
punching and folding capabilities,” said 
Manufacturing Manager, Roy Legg. “The 
investment aims to maintain Beakbane’s 
position as the European leader in the 
design and manufacture of machinery 
protection systems.”

“If you take the strengths of the punch, 
in terms of accurately forming mate-
rial, coupled with the speed of punch-
ing holes, and you take a part that has 
sweeping contours and irregular shapes 
where smooth edges without burrs is 
important; and you then put those two 
types of geometry into one part – that’s 
the perfect combination machine com-
ponent,” says Mr Legg. Beakbane has 
many parts that fall into this category;  
the very nature of its business is high 
variety, low volume specialist work. 

Mr Legg indicates that cycle times will 
almost certainly reduce due to fewer 
handling operations and the ability to 
complete parts in one hit. Beakbane will 
be able to tap, countersink, form and 
bend in a single set-up, thus reducing 
the non-value-added time associated 
with secondary operations.

Beakbane has been established since 
1954 and is accredited to ISO9001:2008. 
Today, more than 120 employees help 
the company offer its clients a complete 
outsourced service from product design 
through manufacture to delivery.
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